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Honoring our Veterans 
 

 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year! There are many festive holidays this month for veterans 
and their families of various faiths and cultures.  Here are a few you may want to consider 

helping them celebrate with an activity or a small token of 
remembrance. 

 

 

Hanukkah begins at sunset on December 12th until the evening of 
December 20 
The festival is observed by the lighting of the candles arranged in 
nine-branch candelabra called a menorah.  

If there is a veteran of Jewish faith at a local nursing home, VA or other medical facility, wouldn’t 
it be fun for him or her to teach his or her neighbors how to play the game? Contact the 
Activities Director to find out if there are Jewish residents or patients, and either a veteran or the 
family member of a veteran. You can sponsor the game by supplying the dreidel, latkes, 
doughnuts and beverages. 

Christmas is December 25th and is religious holiday celebrated 
by those of the Christian faith. It is an annual religious and 

cultural celebration commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ.  

Most facilities will have a celebration of Christmas gift-giving 
but not all will have a service celebrating the birth of Christ. If a 
veteran in a local nursing home, VA or other medical facility is 
mobile and able, what a wonderful Christmas gift it would be to 
take him/her to church for a true Christmas celebration. Please 
check with your local facility, for rules regarding an outings.  If 
a veteran is unable to attend a church service, find out when a service will be televised so they 
may watch it and partake in the celebration of the birth of Christ. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Menorah_(Hanukkah)


 

 

 
 
Kwanzaa is December 26 to Monday, January 1.  Established in 
1966, Kwanzaa is a week-long cultural celebration that honors 
African heritage in African-American culture.  A Kwanzaa 
ceremony includes music, a candle-lighting ritual, and a big meal 
at the end of the seventh day. The seven candles symbolize the 
seven principles of Kwanzaa: unity; self-determination; collective 

work and responsibility; cooperative economics; purpose; creativity; and faith.  If you have never 
held or participated in a Kwanzaa celebration before, but know of someone or a church in your 
community that has, ask if you can partner with them to bring the celebration to residents or 
patients at a nursing home, VA or other medical facility. 
 

 
New Year’s Eve is December 31.  Elderly adults and those at a 
nursing home, VA or other medical facility don’t often stay up 
until the clock strikes midnight. However, they are almost all 
up when the clock strikes noon. Instead of a “New Year’s Eve 
Party,” host a “Noon Year’s Eve Party,” complete with black 
and silver table cloths, sparkling juice, plastic champagne 
glasses, noisemakers, party hats and music.  
 
 

 
I hope you all have a very happy holiday season filled with joy and love, and will be looking 
forward to seeing you at the Christmas Conference. Thank you for all you do to make this a 
special time of year for our veterans, especially our hospitalized veterans. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hospital Chairman: Betty Dean 
Phone #: 443-309-4430 

 

Email: bettydean15@comcast.net 




